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This page lists all full reports in the past 12 months and selected shorter reports. 
Bold type indicates Ratings reports or brand-name discussions; italic type, corrections, 
follow-ups, or updates. An index of the most recent Ratings of products covered over the 


Ai: cleaners... 


Air conditioners, 
Airlines, frequent-flyer — 
May 03, 18; Jul ‘03, 10 
AUTOMOBILE RATINGS: 
Acura MDX Touring 
Audi A8 | 
BMW 745Li 
BMW X5 3.0i 
Buick Park AVERUG Ultra... ececenccessnee 
Cadillac CTS 
Chevrolet Cavalier LS............ 
Chevrolet TrailBlazer EXT LT 
Chrysler Crossfire... 
Chrysler Pacifica 
Dodge Grand Caravan ex 
Dodge Neon SXT 
Honda Accord EX (4 cyl. 
Honda Accord EX (6 cyl.) 
Honda Element EX... 
Honda Odyssey EX... 
Hyundai Accent GL. 
Hyundai XG350 L 
Infiniti FX35.......... 
Infiniti G35, 
RR TI is nsican nceeinoridseteaiccpciniy ‘ 
Kia Sedona EX 
Kia Sorento EX 
Lexus LS430 
Lexus RX330.... 
Lincoln LS Premium ... 
Lincoin Town Car Signature 
Mazda (4 & 6 CVD.) .eccesssssee 
Mazda MPV ES. 
Mazda RX-8 
Mercedes-Benz S430. 
Mercury Grand Marquis LS! 
Mitsubishi Endeavor XiS. 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution... 
Mitsubishi Montero Limited 
Mitsubishi Dutlander XLS... 
Nissan 3502 Touring... 
Nissan Maxima 3.5 SE 
Nissan Murano SL.. 
Nissan Quest 3.5 SL... 
Pontiac Aztek 
Saab 9-3 Vector 
Saturn lon 
Saturn L200 
Subaru Baja 
Subaru Forester 2.5 X.... 
Subaru Impreza WRX STi... 
Subaru Legacy L.... 
Suzuki Aerio GS 
Toyota Avalon 43 
Toyota 4Runner SR5 V6 
Toyota Sienna LE 
Volkswagen Passat GLX 
Volvo XC90 T6 
AUTOMOBILES AND AUTOMOTIVE 
EQUIPMENT: 
50-year auto ony se 03, 7, 21; 
backup warning devices... 
batteries 
best and worst used cars 
blind spots 
buying a new car 
price negotiations 
car rentals, online 
child car seats. 
*child-protective technology. 
CR Safety Assessment 
crash tests and safety equipment 


Oct 03, 26; Nov 03, 10 
Jul 03, 40 



































11g 03, 10 
ct 03, 23 








frequency-of-repair FeCOFdS........senene 
HID headlights 
model year 2004 preview....... 
Nissan 350Z 
Owner SAatisfACLION .......ercsneen 
portable navigation systems 
portable video systems 
power-window switches, sa 
profiles, 2003 
Ratings, 2003.... Apr 03, 
recommended 2003 models under "$25, 000.... 

Apr r 03, 9 
reliability, 1998 and 2000 model years. ro 03, 85 
reliability forecasts, 2003 03, 
safety eq 
specifications, 2003........ 
tire-pressure monitors. 
tires: safety hazards, weai 

high-performance 

top picks for 2003 
TREAD Act of 2000... 


Backpacks 


Batteries: automobile 
camera 
Battery chargers 
Best Gifts, ideas 
Bicycles 
Blenders 
Blood-pressure monitors 


Apr 03, 90 
Apr 03, 14 
Apr 03, 12; Oct 03, 19 





























Citteine and kids .. 
Camcorders 
Cameras: digital. 

photo software = 
Carbon-monoxide poisoning 

on boats 
Chicken, safety of. 
Cholesterol tests, home kits 
Clothes dryers... 
Computers 











ug 03, 9 
Aug 03, 43; rs 03,7 


..Jun 03, 42; Jul 03, 7; Dec 03, 49 
ssunuMar 03, 44; Sep 03, 16, 61 
monitors Jun 03, 45 
PDAs Jul 03, 34 
printers Feb 03, 42; May 03, ~ ep 03, 21 
scanners. ay 03, 33 
software me 03, 12 
technical support... 
Conair Hair Removal 
Consumers Union 
50th Anniversary Auto issue.. 














60 /' advocacy highlights, 2003 


Suzuki lawsuit.............. 
Cooktops, gas and electric 


Dawn Power Dissolver (grease remover) Nov 03, 7 

Deck treatments... om, 

Dishwashers 
detergents 

Dr. Scholl's Tri-Comfort siioe inserts... 

DRTUES COTES ssiscSaccorcerescret 

Drugs, prescriptions, advertising... 

Drugstores... ..Oct 03, 30; “Dec 03, 10 

DVD players... ..Mar 03, 25; Bec 03, 18 

DVD recorders... ..Mar 03, 24; Dec 03, 21 
DVD/VCR combos.. ; 


Jun 03, 19 





E nergy bars 





Fat dietary, transfat 

Flashlights, battery-free ... 
Floor cleaners 
Food processors, choppers, and mixers... Dec 03, ‘39 


Mar 03, 28; Nov 03, 9 





past four years is available at our Web site, www.ConsumerReports.org. Note that because 
reports posted on our site are periodically updated, publication dates on the Web index 
may not reflect when a given report appeared in the magazine. 


Foods, fortified, health risks... 
Foods, mail-order, entrées. 
Fruit Saver (appliance) 


Garden carts 
Generators 
Gift cards 
Greenhouse effect 
Grills, electric 
Grills, gas. 

Ground-fault circuit interrupters 














Heatstice treatments, risks 
Health-care plans, HMOs vs. PPOs.. 
Heart-rate monitors...... 
HearthKit oven insert .. 
Heat wraps, ThermaCare.... 
Home improvement, guidelines 
Home theater systems . 
Hospitals: bills............. : 

quality of care 





entity theft 

Injury prevention. 

Insect repellents ... 

Insurance: 
homeowners 
life, safe companies... 
long-term care 

Internet: 
music downloads, legality 
search engines 
spam-blocking software... 
wireless surfing 





Knakis, StAIM-FESISTAME ne eccsesesseeeenne May 03, 10 


Lactose intolerance and ethnicity....... 

Laundry detergent 

Lawn mowers: push-type (gas 
self-propelled 

Lawn tractors, 

Leaf blowers 

Loudspeakers 


..Dec 03, 57 











Meear-repiacement drinks. 

Meat, irradiated 

Meridia, diet drug... 

Microwave ovens 
multifunction 
over-the-range. 

Mosquito traps 

Mutual funds, bond 
high-yield 

Mutual funds, hidden dangers 

Mutual funds, principal-protected 

Mutual funds, stock funds.........Mar 03, 34; ay 03 4 








Nursing homes, abuse er+ ‘heglect Nov 03, 65 
Oreonic foods, federal standards.........Aug 03, 61, 
Oct 03, 10 
Oven mitts Aug 03, 7 
Ovulation-test Kits... cssssseeseeuseesseeal 


P aints: 


house exterior 
house exterior, muitipurpose........ 
interior 
for plastics .... 

Paper, printer 

Paper shredders 

Patio heaters, outdoor... 

Personal finance: annuities............... 








books on 
| ee 
Pregnancy-test Kits ....cccsssesssssenseenseses 
USER 


Radios: 


emergency, hand-crank................ 
te a 
Ranges: 
electric... i ..uMar 03, 8; Mar 03, 51 
gas... Mar 03, 51; May 03, 4 
Receivers, ‘digital 
Refrigerators...... 
Restaurants, chains 
ROOFING SHINGIES............n 
ROSE DUSMECS ......escosssneeeeseees 


Sep 03, 24 
Oct 03, 9 
Feb 03, 45 
JUN 03, 6 





wv OV 03,9 
Jul 03, 38 


o_o 


S OQWAY ClECEFIC SCOOLET..eecesereenseee 

Sewing machines, mini.......... 

SiDIMG, VIMY sesesceseeseee 

Ski helmets................. 

Soup, three flavors... 

Stains, wood exterior... 

Stereo minisystems ... 

Strollers... eee 

Supermarket ‘chains... 

Supplements, dietary beta carotene — 
fish oil 
Kava (herbal supplement) ............cc.seec 

Surround-sound systems...... 


Tee green tea... 


Telephone service, cellular 
911 calls... Ff @D 03, 12 
companies ’ here Feb 03, 15 
Number portability... ....csscccesesseeneeDOC 03, 5 
service plans...... Feb 03, 18 
SETVICE PFODIOMS .......cccceee Feb 03, 7; Sep 03, 61 
Teleptione service, Internet and lorig-distance........... 
Feb 03, 25; Jul 03, 9 
e Feb 03, 21 


Oct 03, 8 


May 03, 50; Jul 03, 10 
Sep 03, 28 
...9@P 03, 49 
ul 03, 30 
Mar 03, 6 
Nov 03, 26 





...Adar 03, 40 


Telephones, Celular... 
with digital cameras .. ..S@P 03, 6 
Ek | eee 
AND MEATING BIAS... esesseeenserenesessensereerne CL 03, T 

Telephones, cordless.........Jan 03, 42; Oct 03, 40, 57 

Television, cable vs. satellite........ ..Mar 03, 12 

Television S@ts n-ne Mar 03, 7, 10; Dec 03, 24 
27-, 32-, and 36-inch... ..Mar 03, 21; Dec 03, 26 
HD-ready.......... Mar 03, 15, 18; Dec 03, 26 
(iS... ; 


projection... 
Theme parks 
TOAStELS .....sccssee 
Toothbrushes, electric DEC 03, 8, 69 
Toys... Sees ; Dec 03, 46 
Treadmills. Jun 03, 14 
Tylenol 8- hour Pain Reliever Dec 03, 57 


Vacuum cleaners: 
canisters, uprights... 


uF @D 03, 38; Nov 03, 38 
Carpet Ceep-CleAMETS .......cccnceeeenseeeeseeeenflll 03, 8 


VCR-DYD combos........ ste 
Veterimary CAPE... nseesssssescessessessee 


Wi A 
Washing machines... worn AUG 03, 38; Dec 03, 7 
Water, vitamin-fortified.... ..Oct 03, 7 
Water filters an 03, 33; Feb 03, 4: Mar 03, 4 
West Nile Virus... ...May 03, 11 
Window blinds, Childproofing... suse OC 03, 9 
Wine: chardonnay, merlot ..Dec 03, 32 
WiMG CHINOLS ..cecnscocsccnnceenenn ...Dec 03, 33 


ue DOC 03, 21 
dul 03, 12 


Yow balls (hazardous toy) ...Dec 03, 7 





RZGTL) pecemBer 2003 





AVAILABLE THIS MONTH 


* Direct-view TVs Code 1201 
LCD TVs Code 1202 
DVD players Code 1203 
DVD recorders Code 1204, 
Best Gifts Code 1205 
Projection TVs Code 1207 
. Washers & dryers Code 1208 





WHAT IS CRXTRA? 


FREE Each month, you'll find some reports with the CRXtra 
symbol and a three- or four-digit code number. What to do: 
Go to our Web site, ConsumerReports.org, and type in the 
| report code. Up will pop information such as more details 
about features, extra photos of the models we tested, or 
added facts about models similar to them. 

CRxXtra links will be on the site for two months after the 
report is published in the magazine. (The details will remain 
available to ConsumerReports.org subscribers.) 


Look for the CRXtra 
box located on the 


home page. Type 

in the report code 
and you will re sad 
free additional 
information. The 
CRXtra reports 

for this issue are 
listed at left. 


ConsumerReports.org 
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